TWO ON A TOWER

and a corresponding forgetfulness of what lay to the
north behind his back, whether human or celestial
Whoever may deplore it few will wonder that Viviette,
who till then had stood high in his heaven, if she had
not dominated it, sank, like the North Star, lower and
lower with his retreat southward. Master of a large
advance of his first year's income in circular notes, he
perhaps too readily forgot that the mere act of honour,
but for her self-suppression, would have rendered him
penniless.

Meanwhile, to come back and claim her at the
specified time, four years thence, if she should not
object to be claimed, was as much a part of his pro-
gramme as were the exploits abroad and elsewhere that
were to prelude it. The very thoroughness of his
intention for that advanced date inclined him all the
more readily to shelve the subject now. Her unhappy
caution to him not to write too soon was a comfortable
license in his present state of tension about sublime
scientific things, which knew not woman, nor her
sacrifices, nor her fears. In truth he was not only
too young in years, but too literal, direct, and uncom-
promising in nature to understand such a woman as
Lady Constantine ; and she suffered for that limitation
in him as it had been antecedently probable that she
would do.

He stayed but a little time at Cape Town on this
his first reconnoitring journey; and on that account
wrote to no one from the place. On leaving he
found there remained some weeks on his hands before
he wished to cross to America ; and feeling an irre-
pressible desire for further studies in navigation on
shipboard, and under clear skies, he took the steamer
for Melbourne; returning thence in due time, and
pursuing his journey to America, where he landed at
Boston.

Having at last had enough of great circles and
other nautical reckonings, and taking no interest In
men or cities, this indefatigable scrutineer of the
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